
~90 %
OF ALL ELIGIBLE 

POPULATION

% of total eligible population for vaccination 
(out of 185 million people)

% of total vaccination gap 

48% 41% 5% 2%4% 50% 29% 7% 5%9% 

IMPACT OF
 INFLUENZA  VACCINATION
IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

KEY FACTS

INFLUENZA IS 
AN ACUTE VIRAL 
INFECTION THAT 
SPREADS EASILY 
FROM PERSON 
TO PERSON

3 TO 5 MILLION 
SEVERE CASES 
EVERY YEAR

250 000 TO 500 000 
DEATHS EVERY YEAR, 
MAINLY AMONG 
THE ELDERLY

HIGH LEVELS 

OF WORKER 
ABSENTEEISM 
& PRODUCTIVITY 

LOSSES

HOSPITALS ARE 
OVERWHELMED 
DURING PEAK 
ILLNESS PERIODS

Source: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs211/en

* E.g. non communicable diseases such as respiratory, cardiovascular, renal, liver disease, diabetes, lung cancer or people with HIV/AIDS

YET ONLY 
80 MILLIONS
out of 185 millions people 
recommended for seasonal 
influenza vaccination are 
vaccinated each year.

HEALTHCARE 
WORKERS

PREGNANT
WOMEN

CHILDREN
6-24 MONTHS 

OLD

PEOPLE WITH UNDERLYING 
HEALTH CONDITIONS*

ELDERLY

75%
of elderly and, if possible, 
other at risk groups, 
should be vaccinated by 
the winter season 2014-15.

A SERIOUS PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM GLOBALLY

2009 Council of the EU Recommendation on seasonal influenza vaccination

TO ENSURE POPULATION PROTECTION IN THE EU

PRIORITY RISK GROUPS ACCORDING TO WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION

DISTRIBUTION OF ELIGIBLE POPULATION
BY RISK GROUP BY RISK GROUP

DISTRIBUTION OF VACCINATION GAP
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The study was conducted in 2012/13 by 

Creativ-Ceutical on behalf of Vaccines 

Europe. It uses vaccine effectiveness values 

from the CDC case-control study (2010/11) 

supplemented with I-MOVE values (seasons 

2010/11 and 2011/12). The study is based on 

conservative assumptions, using age and country-specific data where available and considers: 

influenza attack rates, GP visits, hospitalisations, mortality, lost days of work and annex costs. It 

excludes costs of vaccinating. The study is based on standard calculation methods and 

concervative assumptions, focusing on age and country-specific data where available and takes 

into account: influenza attack rates, GP visits, hospitalisations, motality, lost days of work and 

annex costs. It excludes costs of vaccinating. 

Préaud E, Durand L, Macabeo B, Farkas N, Sloesen B, Palache A, Samson S, et al., Annual public 

health and economic benefits of seasonal influenza vaccination : a European estimate. BMC 

Public Health 2014, 14:813, 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/14/813

COSTS 
AVOIDED

COSTS 
AVOIDED

Even with currently low vaccine coverage 

rates and taking into account the 

moderate effectiveness of current 

vaccines, immunisation against seasonal 

flu is accruing important benefits in 

public health and economic terms

Full implementation of the Council 

Recommendation 75% coverage 

target can immediately reduce 

the burden of seasonal influenza 

infections and save money for 

strained healthcare system budgets

With the successful  

development of new 

and improved vaccines, 

additional vaccination 

benefits can be achieved

in the future

1.6 M 
WITH CURRENT 
VACCINE 
COVERAGE 
RATE

25.161 
WITH CURRENT VACCINE 

COVERAGE RATE

35.004 
IF 75% VACCINE COVERAGE 

RATE IS ACHIEVED

3.2 M 
IF 75% VACCINE 

COVERAGE RATE 
IS ACHIEVED

45.325 
WITH CURRENT VACCINE 

COVERAGE RATE

701.234 
WITH CURRENT VACCINE 

COVERAGE RATE

69.117
IF 75% VACCINE COVERAGE 

RATE IS ACHIEVED

1.379.716
IF 75% VACCINE COVERAGE 

RATE IS ACHIEVED

248 M€
WITH CURRENT VACCINE COVERAGE RATE

438 M€
IF 75% VACCINE COVERAGE RATE IS ACHIEVED

IF MEMBER STATES WERE TO REACH 75% COVERAGE…

Where would the largest costs avoided come from?

Legend :

How much expenditure would be avoided in total?

Elderly People with underlying health conditions Children 6-24 months old Pregnant women Healthcare workers

CONCLUSION

GERMANY € 47.220.430

UK € 20.204.840

ITALY € 16.172.317

FRANCE € 28.723.888

€ 13.946.678SPAIN

SWEDEN € 6.523.892

SLOVAKIA

POLAND € 11.606.959

53%

66%

63%

55% 49%

66%

52%

58%

€ 1.131.271

188 M€ 131 M€ 42 M€ 22 M€ 

AVOIDED/SEASON
INFLUENZA CASES

AVOIDED/SEASON
HOSPITALISATIONS AVOIDED/SEASON

GP VISITS

LIVES SAVED/SEASON

TOTAL COSTS AVOIDED/SEASON


